BS3 - "Does God Exist and Can We Know Him?"

Apologia: Reason to Hope
Total Devotion '10 - '11
This week's study is quite different from our usual studies.  If you haven't had a chance to listen to the message, please do so at www. td.mbcla.org.  It will be a big help in giving you a starting point of how to approach what you're going to encounter in this "assignment," as well as your fieldwork.
A New Atheism
Atheism - that is, the positive declaration that there is no God - has been around since the early civilizations.  However, it was definitely very much a small minority of people who believed that God does not exist.  Nearly every culture and civilization throughout human history were convinced that there must be a Creator or various creators that created all the created order we live in.  That doesn't mean they were Christian in their belief, just that they believed in a God or gods.  Those who did not believe in God kept that belief generally to themselves and still participated in societal structures and functions where the existence of God was assumed, if not necessarily always espoused.
It was not until more recent centuries that atheism as a belief system was more vigorously proclaimed and defended by its most vocal proponents.  Even then, most "lay" atheists didn't really try to "convert" people to their beliefs or attack theists.  Their emphasis was more in defending their beliefs, rather than promoting it.  In the last hundred years or so, there has been a swelling of a more aggressive atheism, the brand which has been going on the offensive in vociferously denouncing and attacking not only theism as a system of thought, but attacking the people themselves who believe in a god, with Christians receiving the lion's share of the attacks.  Up until recent years, much of the debate has taken place more in the intellectual arenas of academia and philosophy.  

In the last decade, a brand of, what has been termed, "new atheism" has entered the scene in a loud and brash way.  The "new atheists'" champions are prominent teachers of prestigious universities who write in common, everyday language.  They have brought atheism to the popular cultural level, using visual and print media to proclaim their case.  Their writings have frequently landed on the New York Times' Bestsellers lists and have been regularly featured in mainstream print media, such as Time and Newsweek.  They  have an aggressive agenda to rid the world of theism and to bully and intimidate those who believe in God into not only feeling stupid for doing so, but in making them look evil for doing so.  At least one influential and well-known  bioethics professor from an Ivy League university has openly questioned Christians' right to live since Christians promote such detrimental beliefs that hurt society.
Getting Our Feet Wet
You may or may not have encountered this newer, bolder brand of atheism before, but it's good to be familiar with it.  And it's good to get yourself prepared to dialogue about it.  Our study this week comes in two parts: preparation and practice.  You do not have to do one before the other.  All you need to do is … prepare and practice!!!
1. Watch this link, http://whywontgodhealamputees.com/10questions.htm, "10 Questions Every Intelligent Christian Must Answer."  The video gives 10 reasons why God does not exist.  Review all 10 reasons and formulate comments, thoughts, responses, and answers to each of the 10 arguments this leading atheist proposes.  Pray through it, reason through it, and search out Scripture to help you.

2.   Fieldwork.  This is essential for you to do, so please pray for courage, clarity, and confidence to make the effort and take the risk!  Don't fear man.  Just be humble and gracious.  I've learned that if you are humble and gracious, you can say just about anything and people won't get too offended about anything you say.  So, here we go:

Engage in a conversation with a friend, relative, classmate, or acquaintance about the existence of God.  If you're nervous or think it's awkward, you can say that you're part of a youth group and have been assigned to find out what a few of your friends think about God's existence and nature.  Then ask them if they would mind talking with you about it for a few minutes.  You can start off like this, if you'd like:
a. Do you believe in God?  Why or why not?
b. How did you arrive at your beliefs?  Are they strong beliefs or beliefs you're still figuring out?

c. (if they don't believe in a God)  Share with them some of the arguments Arthur shared on Friday and dialogue with them on it.

d. (if they believe in some sort of God)  What do you think God is like?  Why do you think that way?
You can use questions like these to help jump start your conversation.   Always be talking with God during your conversation, asking for help and guidance.  Remember to pray for them before, during, and after your conversation.  

Any time you're able to share Scripture in your conversation, do it … just do it humbly.  

3.  On Friday, we'll discuss your fieldwork conversations and your thoughts and responses to the video.
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